Executive Summary

The Department’sstrategic plan, The Com-
pass, includes broad goalsand objectivesfor the
management of wildlifein Idaho. TheWhite-tailed
Deer Planisamore specific document that provides
Commission directionto the Department on how to
carry out those goalsand objectivesfor white-tailed
deer management. Thisplanisscheduled for
revisonin2015, but will remainin effect until
modified.
The Commission requested revision of the
existing 1998 white-tailed deer planinApril, 2003.
Thetask of planrevisonwasassigned to aplanning
team comprised of wildlifebiologistsfrom each
region of the state, to identify broad-scaleissues
and provide perspectivesfrom al partsof the state.
Anopinion survey wasthen conducted of northern
Idaho hunters, of southern Idaho hunters, and of
landowners statewideto gauge satisfactionwith the
existing program, and toidentify issues. Team membersinvestigated white-tailed deer man-
agement programsin other statesacrossthe country, reviewed white-tailed deer literature,
and summarized | daho data, providing further basisfor development of thisplan.
Sounding boards, made up of invited white-tailed deer hunters, wereused ineach
region to discuss management issuesand alternatives prior to drafting theplan during late
summer 2004. Prior to Commission action, the plan was made avail able on the Department
web sitefrom mid-October to mid-November 2004, and presented to the public at open
meetingsin each region during October and early November. A brief follow-up survey was
made of huntersand landowners during October and November 2004 to further gauge public
acceptance of management actionsproposed in theplan.
Theearly opinion surveysindicated huntershad high satisfaction levelsfor the number of
daysof hunting opportunity offered, the chanceto harvest awhite-tailed deer, and the
opportunity to harvest amature white-tailed deer buck. Use of the Clearwater Deer Tag to
addresstrespassissuesin the Clearwater Region had good acceptance.
A substantial amount of background on white-tailed deer isgiveninthe plan. Themgjor
issuesidentified and addressed include habitat management, white-tailed deer hunting oppor-
tunity, management dataneeds, agricultura and urban damage by deer, hunting access,
avallability of mature bucks, use of motorized vehiclesduring hunting, feeding deer, and
diseasesaffecting deer.
Overdl management directionisto provide minimumsof 35,000 hunterswith 207,000
daysof recreation and the opportunity to harvest at least 8,700 white-tailed deer bucks, of
which at least 15% have 5 pointsor moreon theright antler. Stakehol der opinion surveyswill
be used to assessthe public’s support for the white-tailed deer management program.
Strategies proposed to addressvariousissuesinclude:
¢ Morefocuson management of white-tailed deer habitat including habitat mapping and
working with both private and public landownersto improvewhite-tailed deer habitat.

¢ Creation of anew White-tailed Deer Tag, good only for that speciesbut inal general hunt
units, including those after November 3.

e A new emphasison using hunter and landowner satisfaction asmeasuresof program
success. A standard opinion survey will be conducted prior to 2010 and periodically




thereafter to assess satisfaction of huntersand landownersregarding the state’ swhite-
tailed deer management program.

Improvementsto datacollection, including more specific white-tailed deer harvest data,
and development of non-harvest methodsto track whitetail populations.

Moreflexibility in addressing deer over-popul ation and damage problems.

Continued effortsto gain hunting accessto privateland, and through privateland to public
land.

Maintenance of mature bucksin the population, with aminimum of 15% of the buck
harvest with 5 or more pointson theright antler.

A commitment to provideadiversity of motorized and non-motorized hunting opportunities
for white-tailed deer.

Discourage supplemental feeding of white-tailed deer, except in accordancewith the
Department’sEmergency Winter Feeding palicy.

Additiona monitoring of white-tailed deer for chronic wasting disease and other diseases
and parasites.



